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The final council meeting 
of the year took place at 
Clumber Park Hotel on 
Monday 24th August 2015 
to review the year’s activi-
ties and consider dates and 
activities for the following 
year. The chairman 
opened the meeting and 
started  with matters aris-
ing from meeting held on 
16th March 2015. 
 
Workshops/Seminars/
Visits: 

Visit to Leeds Armoury 
is still on-going. 
Promatic Traps - Visit 
confirmed for 5th Octo-
ber 2015. A few places 
still available, PD to 
lead the visit. 
Birmingham Proof 
House - Visit for 13th 
April fully booked. Sec-
ond visit organised for 
13th October. A few 
places left, AJK leading 
the visit. 

 
Promoting ICSI To 
Newly Qualified Instruc-
tors: 

Mailshot - BASC: MP 
has contacted Jane Mat-
thews - BASC now 
email their newsletter to 
members. Next newslet-
ter will attach ICSI letter 
of introduction. Octo-
ber/November is when  
BASC training sessions 
finish. 

 
Website Development 
Feedback: 
New website up and run-
ning. New photographs 
needed. 
 
Possible Visits for 2016: 

Boxall & Edmiston, 
Shropshire. 
Royal Armouries, Leeds
- The Armouries prefer 
the month of July. 
Laporte - KS has re-

ceived information from 
Laporte - to be held at 
Laporte factory 2016. 
Longthorne Guns is mov-
ing to Northampton. New 
factory should be ready 
end 2015. 

 
Sue Hart volunteered to 
organise suitable visits in 
the south of England, e.g. 
London Armoury, London 
Proof House, Gunmaker. 
 
Approved ICSI logo for 
use by members: 
Logo is currently with 
printer for conversion from 
colour to mono. 
 
Other Associations: 

Source presenters. JR has 
the contacts and will 
source persons. 
KS has received available 
course list from UK 
Sport. Unfortunately none 
is suitable. 

 
Accounts: 
MP gave details of current 
and deposit accounts. 
 
BSSC: 
A copy of the BSSC Annual 
Report was given to each 
council member. 
 
Two significant happenings: 
 
Collapse of the Lead Am-
munition Group 
The group was supposed to 
report to DEFRA in one 
year, but five years later it 
was still debating. A report 
from John Swift, Chairman 
of the group has been sub-
mitted, without full commit-
tee approval. Representa-
tives with shooting interests 
have now all resigned and 
submitted alternative re-
ports. 
DEFRA has sent the issue 
to external peer review. 
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Motto 

“Docendo  Discimus” 

“We  learn  by  teaching” 

Law Commission 
The Law Commission can 
choose to review any area of 
law in England. It has cho-
sen to look at the Firearms 
Law and has published areas 
of concern. The LC will 
suggest areas for clarifica-
tion, rationalisation and sim-
plification. 
 
Game Shooting and Load-
ing Course: 
AJK showed the course 
manual as compiled to date. 
Derek Wetter is to expand 
on certain items and further 
input by Malcolm Plant is 
also required. 
 
Discussion on 

Certificate of Attendance, 
rather than certificate of 
pass 
Name - Workshop / Semi-
nar / Course? 
Venue - because of practi-
cal content - Doveridge or 
similar. 
Audience - L1 qualified 
instructors. 
Service provided to CPSA 
and BASC if required. 
Presenters - A J Kirkland,         

    M A Plant, Derek Wetter. 
 
Northern Shooting Show: 
Richard Stokoe (ex British 
Shooting Show Stoneleigh) 
is organising a new show, 
The Northern Shooting 
Show, to be held in an area 
of the Yorkshire Show 
Ground. BASC is on-board 
for the shooting lines. 

News in Brief 

Diary dates 

2016 

Visit our stand 

at the shooting 

show 

Stoneleigh 

park 

Friday 12th 

Saturday 13th 

AND Sunday 14th 

February 

***** 

AGM 

MONDAY 

14th MARCH 

***** 

Northern 

Shooting show 

Saturday 7th 

And Sunday 8th 

may 
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Membership applications and transfers 

received since our last newsletter were 

considered by council. The following 

has accepted the grade offered. 

New ASSOCIATES 

Stephen Paul Spiers 

David Michel Broughall 

Ian G Bryant 

Luke David Sanders 

Adam Gutteridge 

David William Court 

John Russell Dickinson 

Chris Bone 

NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 

VISIT TO THE PROOF HOUSE 

I would like to take this opportunity on 

behalf of the council to welcome the 

new members listed to the Institute. 

The Institute was set up in 1987 to pro-

vide an organisation of qualified clay 

shooting instructors to promote and set 

standards of qualifications for the art 

and sport of clay shooting instruction. 

Please remember you the members are 

the Institute and you are out there to set 

the standards.  

Please make the effort and be proac-

tive, and if you have any ideas, sugges-

tions, or questions, please phone Keith 

Stoker, Registrar on 0191 3842499. 

Your ideas and/or suggestions will be 

put before the council, and you will be 

given their response.  

Please read our Articles of Constitution 

and Codes of Conduct. Any queries 

regarding their content or interpretation 

ring the registrar for clarification. 

Associate members wishing to be con-

sidered for transfer should note that 

they must also be able to satisfy the 

council that they have a broad  experi-

ence of shooting instruction. We require 

a minimum of five years experience 

after passing a governing body L1 

qualification and a senior or advanced 

award from a governing body for coun-

cil to consider a transfer request. 

drel, a cork fitted in the barrel and the 

barrel filled with water. If the water 

was still in the barrel the following 

morning the barrel was deemed fit for 

purpose!! 

In 1637  “The London Company of 

Gunmakers” were granted a “Royal 

Charter”. This charter marked the in-

troduction of “Proof ” in England. 

However it was not until 1657 that a 

Proof House was built in London. 

In 1689 Sir Richard Newdigate secured 

a government contract for Birmingham 

gunmakers, but for over a century all 

Birmingham made guns had to be sent 

to London for proof prior to sale. 

In 1798 the first private Proof House 

was built and others followed. 

The Birmingham Proof House was 

established in 1813, by Act of Parlia-

ment, it was requested and obtained by 

the Birmingham Trade, at its own ex-

pense. The Proof House was estab-

We first visited The Birmingham 

Proof House on the 18th June 2007 to 

celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 

formation of ICSI in 1987. 

The response from members for a re-

peat visit was such that, to accommo-

date us, due to space restrictions at the 

Proof House, two separate visits were 

organised for April and October. 

On arrival the groups were met by 

Steve Green, museum guide, who took 

members to their (Proof House) his-

torical board room for introduction 

and refreshments. 

Laid out, on a very large boardroom 

table, was a diverse group of exhibits 

which Steve gave details about before 

moving on to a presentation on the 

History of Proof, and the Proof House. 

Prior to the introduction of proof there 

was no control in the manufacture of 

guns and their fitness for purpose. 

Barrels were forge welded on a man-

lished in Banbury Street with a Jaco-

bean-style gateway added in 1883. It is 

now a grade II listed building. 

To this day the Proof House is governed 

by “The Guardians” consisting of 15 

Master Gunsmiths, 3 Magistrates, and 3 

City Councillors. 

In 1851 a census recorded that 7,731 

worked in the gun trade. 5167 were 

resident in Birmingham. 

1861 to 1865 During the American 

Civil War the Proof House was testing 

arms for both sides. 

In 1914 the Commission Internationale 

Permanete (C.I.P.) was formed to set 

the standard for testing firearms. The 

UK joined in 1980; there are 14 mem-

ber states and as America is not on the 

list all American arms have to be proof 

tested for the UK. 

(continued on page 3) 

Above - Cartridge testing equipment showing a 
pressure barrel with a Piezo-Electric Transducer 

attached. This is the method used from the 1990s 

to measure pressure.   

Above - In the foreground is the Powder Store 
fitted with lightening arrester aerials. Behind to 

the right is the Provisional Firing Room.  

Above - Trophy of Arms sculpted by William 
Hollins over the Proof House entrance portico. 

Originally natural stone, subsequently poly-

chrome decorated  
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MP gave details of the cost to ICSI 
exhibiting at the British Shooting 
Show, and compared it to the potential 
cost of ICSI exhibiting at the Northern 
Shooting Show. 
 
Council members requested that in 
view of the fact that ICSI is a non-
profit making organisation MP should 
contact Richard Stokoe with a view of 
procuring a reduction in the cost. 
Should ICSI decide to exhibit at the 
NSS, MP and KS would man the stand  
and travel to/from the show daily, 
thereby saving overnight-stay costs. 
 
Show Spotlights:  
A set of spotlights, for use at exhibi-
tions etc., has been purchased. Light-
ing is charged extra to stand cost at 
exhibitions. 
 
Applications/Transfers:  
Eight applications for membership 
were accepted. 

Secretary’s Job 
On-going. 
Unfortunately, due to health reasons, a 
member who had agreed to sit in at 
council meetings is at the present time 
not able to help with taking on any 
duties for the Institute. 
 
MP commented that present council 
members are mainly based in the north 
of England, and we needed to target 
members from the south, say around 
the Gloucestershire area, with a view 
of taking up a role. 
(Bear in mind council members must be 
Member grade or above. The present mem-
bership secretary is co-opted.) 
 
PS produced a chart showing current 
membership numbers in each grade 
along with the gains/losses and the 
reason for the losses. Losses showed 
resignations and natural wastage 
(retirements and deaths). 
 
FOC Postage -Shop Items: 
PS raised her concern regarding the 

cost of postage on shop items. The ma-
jority of shop items are sent free of 
charge, however in the past 18 months 
postage costs within UK mainland and 
overseas have significantly increased. 
 
Council has agreed to charge postage 
on all shop items. PS to list all shop 
items indicating cost of postage to UK 
Mainland, Europe and Rest of  World. 
 
Whilst on the subject of shop items, 
AJK asked if new ties in the multi-
colour design, which ICSI no longer 
stock, be sourced and purchased. PS 
replied there were no identification la-
bels on that tie and no historical docu-
ments relating to its purchase. In view 
of the fact that we have a reasonable 
stock of the existing design tie, which is 
of original design, AJK suggested that 
when replacement stock is required the 
multi-colour tie could be sourced.    
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
14th March 2016 (prior to AGM). 
 

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING 

(Continued from page 1) 

Steve finished his presentation by list-

ing the many functions of the Proof 

House, for example, proof testing 

weapons and moderators, ammunition 

testing, checking deactivated firearms, 

kinetic air gun tests for pressure, his-

torical research, and providing inde-

pendent advice on weapons damaged 

in general use. 

In the Proof Laboratory barrels are 

tested to 25% over pressure, and for 

black powder, double pressure. 

After Steve’s fascinating detailed pres-

entation filled with historical facts 

about the Birmingham Gun Trade 

members left the boardroom for a tour 

of the various working departments of 

The Proof House. 

The contrast between the very old and 

the state of the art is striking. In 1843 

HRH Prince Albert visited. He wit-

nessed “Birmingham Thunder”, when 

136 gun barrels were test fired to-

gether. The same Provisional Firing 

Room is used today. This contrasts 

with the most up to date state of the art 

equipment in the Proof House Labora-

tory, which serves the Birmingham and 

London Proof Houses. 

The tour ended with a visit to the C. W. 

Harding Ammunition Museum and the 

Proof House Arms Museum.  

On our last visit, Bill Harding ended 

our tour at the embryonic museum that 

he had just started. It was a fitting con-

clusion to our visit this time to see 

Bill’s name above the door.   

VISIT TO THE PROOF HOUSE 

(continued from page 2) 

Visit To Promatic Traps 

On the 5th October 2015 nine mem-

bers of the Institute visited Promatic 

International Limited. 

On arrival the group was met by Steve 

Peters, the Commercial Manager. 

Following introductions and the 

obligatory refreshments members pro-

ceeded to the conference room.  

A video was shown of George Dig-

weed on the moors operating the Pro-

matic Grouse Trap. This consists of 

six traps mounted on a bespoke trailer, 

with a capacity of 1008 clays. 

After the video CEO Brian Jardine 

joined the group to detail the past, pre-

sent and future of the Company. 

Promatic has a range of 85 different 

models of trap. They have sales in 70-

80 countries, with 65 members of staff 

in the UK and 15 in the USA. 

Brian explained that the future would 

be to develop electronic control for 

their traps. He concluded by talking 

about their development programme 

over the next few years. 

Following Brian’s talk Steve Peters 

took the group on a guided tour of the 

plant. Steve showed the production and 

fabrication of parts and the final assem-

bly stage of the traps. 

Following an excellent lunch the group 

returned to the new Training Centre to 

attend the Basic Trap Maintenance 

Course. 

At the end of the course ICSI group 

members were presented with a Certifi-

cate of  Competence. 

Feedback from the attendees was excel-

lent and ICSI thanks everyone involved 

at Promatic for giving their time and 

knowledge to members.  

Continued on page 4 
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Registrar’s Column 

You will have read, before you got to 

my column, the reports on the three 

very successful visits we had last year. 

Two to the Proof House and one to 

Promatic.  

Whilst we have no firm dates for this 

year’s activities we hope to be able to 

rectify that when we liaise with con-

tacts at  Stoneleigh in a few weeks 

time. 

What is confirmed is our attendance 

again at The British Shooting Show at 

Stoneleigh in February and our pres-

ence at the inaugural Northern Shoot-

ing Show at Harrogate in May. 

We look forward to meeting members 

visiting our stand at these shows. 

You will see that we gained eight new 

members at our last meeting and we 

have five applications to submit to 

council at our next meeting.  

If you have any ideas for visits or 

activities you would like us to look 

into, please talk to us at the shows, or 

drop us a note, for consideration at 

our next meeting. 

We were approached by the CPSA in 

2014 to develop a Game Shooting 

and Loading Course. It was felt that 

there was a gap in the market place 

for a course to satisfy a qualified in-

structor/coach who might be asked to 

perform this function in the game 

field with clients.  

It was decided that the course would 

satisfy the following criteria: 

ICSI must not conflict with BASC. 

The course would be made avail-

able to any qualified instructor/coach, 

with a price structure for members 

and non-members. 

Award a Certificate of Attendance. 

Andy Kirkland agreed to manage the 

project with the assistance of Malcolm 

Plant and Derek Wetter. 

After many hours of work by Andy, 

Malcolm and Derek, the course is now 

ready. 

The course will be launched at our 

AGM in March, when Andy will give a 

presentation in the afternoon. 

Hope you have a great summer coach-

ing. 

If you are going to the shows please 

call at our stands for a chat. K. S.    

 

Following the very serious terrorist 

attacks in Paris, the civil servants of 

the European Union became hyper-

active in drafting and publishing sug-

gested new legal measures to combat 

further atrocities. 

Unfortunately the proposals followed 

very similar uninformed suggestions 

to those that have appeared, in undue 

haste, over the past years in the UK in 

the wake of criminal shootings. 

The Institute through our membership 

of The British Shooting Sports Coun-

cil has been contributing to the robust 

rebuttal of the poorly drafted sug-

gested legislative changes. 

Chairman’s Column 

The BSSC liaises with European 

affairs through membership of 

FACE, The European Federation of 

Associations for Hunting and Con-

servation. 

Quite typically of proposals in the 

area of communal gun safety, the 

suggested legislative changes impact 

significantly on the law abiding 

sports person and indeed antique 

collector, without offering any con-

trol of the illegally trafficked weap-

ons and their use by criminals. 

One area of concern is the attention 

being paid to semi-automatic guns 

and the impact that may have on 

shotguns, which have been a valuable 

asset in, for example, wildfowling, ver-

min control and clay shooting, including 

coaching. 

As an example of the debate which is 

occurring within the EU, I have copied a 

submission from the Finish Euro MEP, 

Jussi Halla-Aho who is a shooter and a 

member of the Committee for Justice, 

Civil Liberties and Home Affairs (EU 

LIBE Committee). 

Hope you have an excellent coaching 

and competing season in 2016. MP. 

Note: Mr Jussi Halla-Aho’s full submis-

sion is copied as an insert in this news-

letter. 

Visit to Promatic Traps 

Collage of photos taken on the visit to Promatic 


