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Our AGM was held at The  
Clumber Park Hotel on 
Monday 14th March 2016, 
with our final Council Meet-
ing of the year taking place 
beforehand. 
 
COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Chairman, Malcolm  Plant 
(MP) opened the meeting 
and moved straight on to the 
agenda. 
 
WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS 
AND VISITS: 
Three very successful visits 
- two to Birmingham Proof 
House and one to Promatic. 
A possible visit to Leeds 
Armoury was not proceeded 
with because of their work-
load in legislation to stop 
illegal arms. 
 
PROMOTING ICSI TO 
NEWLY QUALIFIED IN-
TRUCTORS: 
Mailshot - BASC: Institute 
letter going out with the 
next BASC newsletter. 
 
WEBSITE DEVELOP-
MENT FEEDBACK: 
Photos required for publish-
ing to website: David Boy-
lan (DB) to liaise with John 
Robinson (JR) on what is 
required. 
 
POSSIBLE VISITS: 
Visits still possible during 
2016: 

Boxall & Edmiston 
Royal Armouries 
Laporte 
Longthorne Guns 
Express Cartridges 
Purdy 
London Proof House 

 
APPROVED ICSI LOGO 
FOR USE BY MEMBERS: 
On-going. Logo is currently 
with printer for conversion 
from colour to mono. 

NORTHERN SHOOTING 
SHOW: 
MP confirmed that his con-
tact with Richard Stokoe 
(ex British Shooting Show) 
resulted in the cost of the 
stand being reduced by one-
half. 
 
ACCOUNTS: 
The balance sheet and 
profit/loss sheet had been 
emailed to members in 
readiness for the AGM.  
Only one item MP ex-
panded on, that of Council 
members’ expenses forms, 
which looked lower than 
previous lowest, for the 
reason it depended on the 
date expenses are submitted 
for payment. 
 
GAME FAIR ATTEN-
DANCES: 
CLA- 
Mike Alldis (MA)  com-
mented that CLA Game 
Fairs should be held at 
stately homes, as in the 
past, not show grounds. It 
was considered 2015’s fair 
left a lot to be desired. 
There are so many fairs 
now throughout the year, it 
could be the case of ‘wait 
and see what is left’. MA 
considered the Game Fair at 
Cornbury Park Estate to be 
one of the better fairs be-
cause it had the ‘old game 
fair attitude’. 
 
THE BRITISH SHOOT-
ING SHOW- 
This show has the greatest 
interest. However we will 
await the outcome from our 
presence at The Northern 
Shooting Show. 
 
OTHER ASSOCIATIONS: 
Source Presenters: JR has 
sourced- 

Rob Hackerby, Head of-
physio, British Army and 
Jeremy Lyle, GB Rifle 
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“We  learn  by  teaching” 

Team. Both have agreed 
to do a seminar for ICSI. 
Head Coaches - Triathlon 
and Leeds Rugby. 

 
As a possible bolt-on to the 
forthcoming Loaders course 
JR has spoken to the head-
keeper at Wykeham estate, 
North Yorkshire, who has 
agreed a visit. 
Andy Kirkland (AK) con-
firmed dates for loaders’ 
courses - Tuesday 12th and 
26th July. They will be open 
to BASC coaches. 
 
MP confirmed the way for-
ward - yes in principle. 

It is suggested to run one 
course and then ask those 
who attended if they 
would like a visit to 
Wykeham. 
Physio and shooting - may 
be possible to do both in 
one day. Hold nearer to 
the west of country -
Doveridge? 

 
ICSI presently has a lot of 
organised visits - JR to con-
tact Doveridge for future 
year. 
 
MP commented on a sugges-
tion from a recent Tutor 
Group meeting, that of a 
seminar on semi-automatic 
shotguns. Council members 
agreed with MA when he 
responded by saying that 
more and more people are 
using semi-automatics. 
At a recent BSSC meeting 
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Membership applications and transfers 

received since our last newsletter were 

considered by Council. The following 

have accepted the grades offered. 

New ASSOCIATES 

Michael Hudson 

Jon Kroll 

Rebecca (Becky) McKenzie 

Louise Angela Dexter 

Iain William Stirling 

Glen Crowther 

Fulton McIntosh 

 

NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 

Sue Hart (SH) had spoken to Chris 
Miles, APSI. CM said that APSI had a 
membership of 357, but conveyed 
some concern that no young persons 
were coming in. JR commented that 
he considered APSI coaches not of 
good quality. 
 
APPLICATIONS/TRANSFERS: 
Six applications for membership and 
one re-grade were agreed. One appli-
cation for membership rejected - the 
individual assumed his Introduction 
Day Certificate was a Level One In-
structor certificate. 
 
GAME SHOOTING AND LOADING 
COURSE: 
To be presented to members attending 
the afternoon session of the AGM. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Vacancy - Membership Secretary. 
With a view to taking on the role, John 
Cullinan (JC) will assist the present 
Membership Secretary. John will be 
co-opted to Council at the AGM. 
 
Obituary for AGM - Ian Cawthorne. 
. 
The Council Meeting closed  at  
10.45 a.m. Next Council Meeting  
8th August 2016. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Chairman,  MP opened the meeting 
and after welcoming those members 
present he made reference to the dis-
played new exhibition poster showing 
a Spitfire and the wording “Clay Pi-
geon Shooting was used to teach 
Fighter Pilots how to shoot”. A similar 
poster with the additional wording of 
“Find out How and Why by visiting 

the ICSI Stand in Hall 3, Zone 31”, 
was displayed alongside a Spitfire be-
ing exhibited at the British Shooting 
Show. 
 
Obituaries: 
The Chairman announced the death 
during year 2015 of Ian Cawthorne. 
Ian, a Fellow member of ICSI, died as 
a result of a tragic accident. This was 
followed by a silent tribute. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the previous meeting 
had been circulated to all members 
prior to the meeting. They were ac-
cepted by the members present with no 
matters arising. 
 
Chairman’s report: 
Prior to the AGM the 2016 Chairman’s 
report was circulated to all members. 
 
The following items were discussed 
during the Chairman’s report: 
 

MP made further reference to MA 
standing for election to the BASC 
Council and encouraged members 
who were eligible to vote, to vote 
via the BASC website. 

 
MA made reference to the Loading 
Course, commenting that 1/2 years 
work had gone into its development 
and congratulated those involved, 
adding that they had saved the Insti-
tute a significant amount of money. 
MA asked members present to show 
their appreciation by a round of ap-
plause. 

 
Michael Self referred to ICSI presence 
at the Shooting Show, in particular the 
conversion of enquiries received to 
member recruitment.  
MP responded that ICSI presence was 

to show credibility with our existing 
members, other organisations, and ad-
missions membership. Enquiries for 
membership were sent the appropriate 
information - a number had yet to re-
spond, but one in particular, Becky 
McKenzie, had at the morning Council 
meeting been accepted for membership. 
 
MA proposed, and Michael Self sec-
onded, acceptance of the Chairman’s 
report. Show of hands in favour from 
all attending members. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  
Prior to the Annual General Meeting 
the Income and Expenditure, and Bal-
ance Sheet were circulated to members. 
 
MP provided a breakdown of the vari-
ous items. 
MA congratulated Council on the con-
siderable reduction in cost of running 
the Institute, which had enabled spend-
ing on the marketing of the Institute, 
and which showed the good running of 
an organisation. 
 
Some items, e.g. newsletters and re-
ports, are now sent electronically, and 
DB asked members present if they were 
happy with that type of communication. 
Those members present were in favour. 
 
MA proposed , and S Spiers seconded, 
acceptance of the report. Show of hands 
in favour from all attending members. 
 
Election of Officers: 
The Chairman explained that all Coun-
cil members were elected to Council 
with the exception of the Membership 
Secretary who was co-opted. 
 
The Chairman handed over to the Presi-
dent who proposed MP to continue as 

2016 AGM 

Transfer ASSOCIATE/MEMBER 

Don Currie 

 

Please remember you the members are 

The Institute and you are out there to 

set the standard. Please make the ef-

fort and be proactive, and if you have 

any ideas, suggestions, or questions, 

please phone Keith Stoker, Registrar, 

on 0191 3842499. Your ideas and/or 

suggestions will be put before the 

Council at the next Council Meeting. 

(You will be given their response.) 

Please read our “Articles of Constitu-

tion” and “Codes of Conduct”. Any 

queries regarding their content or inter-

pretation ring the Registrar for clarifica-

tion. 

Associate members wishing to be con-

sidered for transfer should note that 

they must be able to satisfy Council 

they have a broad  experience of shoot-

ing instruction. We require a minimum 

of five years experience after passing a 

governing body L1 qualification and a 

senior or advanced award from a gov-

erning body for Council to consider a 

transfer request. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We also prepared a larger poster with a 

picture of a Spitfire in flight with the 

wording, “Clay Pigeon Shooting was 

used to teach fighter pilots to shoot.” 

“Find out How and Why by visiting the 

ICSI Stand at Zone 31 in Hall 3.” 

When we arrived at the fair we showed 

the poster to Terry Arlow who owned 

the Spitfire. He was so impressed with 

it that he asked if he could purchase it 

to use on his stand. Needless to say we 

gave him the poster. 

He knew the Spitfire in the picture, it 

was famous, he gave us its history, and 

he had actually flown alongside it. 

His Spitfire MK.IX-MK805 had taken 

him 25 years to complete using copies 

of the original Spitfire drawings. He 

obtained these in the 1980s from mi-

crofilm held in the archives at the RAF 

Museum in Hendon. This task took 

over eight years. Thousands of hours 

studying the drawings and creating full 

size templates, work began on the con-

struction in 1990 and was finished in 

May 2010. 

Our stand this year was manned by 

Andrew Kirkland, Malcolm Plant and 

Keith Stoker. 

We were kept busy as usual with mem-

bers calling for a chat and/or to pay 

their annual subs. 

I hope that the many people we pro-

vided with information on where to 

find their local ICSI instructor actually 

did make the effort to make contact 

and now shoot much better.  

I would also hope that the many shoot-

ers who enquired about how to become 

a coach actually contacted CPSA or 

BASC and are now signed up to attend 

a course. Even better if they are now  

fully qualified themselves and are con-

sidering joining ICSI. 

 

British Shooting and Countryman Show 

The eighth British Shooting & Coun-

tryman Show was held at Stoneleigh 

International Exhibition Centre, War-

wickshire on Friday 12th, Saturday 

13th, and Sunday 14th February 2016. 

As in previous years ICSI was in Gun-

makers Hall 3; in previous years we 

were next to the other shooting organi-

sations, however this year the CPSA 

were in Hall 2 and the NRA and 

SNRA were not at the show. 

Prior to the show we had been in-

formed that a full size replica of a 

Spitfire would also be in Hall 3. With 

this in mind MP prepared a statement 

to be used in the pre fair publicity: 

 “The Institute of Clay Pigeon Instruc-

tors tells us how Clay Shooting be-

came instrumental in training WW2 

fighter pilots. If you want to find out 

more, visit The Institute of Clay 

Shooting Instructors stand in Hall 3, 

Zone 31”. 

Spitfire display with ICSI poster against right wheel. Andy and Malcolm in thoughtful discussion !   

The Northern Shooting Show 

The first Northern Shooting Show 

was held at the Yorkshire Event Cen-

tre, Harrogate on the 7th and 8th 

May.  

We had been offered a good deal on a 

stand at this inaugural show and so 

Council had decided that we should 

have a presence at the show. 

Our stand was manned by Malcolm 

Plant, John Robinson and Keith 

Stoker over the two days. 

The Centre has a large permanent 

Exhibition Hall, and our stand was 

adjacent to this, in a large well-

equipped temporary exhibition build-

ing . CPSA, BASC, Gun Dealers, and 

related equipment suppliers were also 

in this Hall. 

Like at Stoneleigh, we were kept busy 

with enquiries on gun fit, master eye 

and shotgun choice.  

CPSA had a coaching line at the fair 

and so we also had visitors who had 

‘had a go’ and were now looking to 

take up clay shooting. 

They were looking for local coaches 

and/or local shooting grounds in the 

north. 

The footfall was steady over the two 

days with the profile of visitors similar 

to Stoneleigh. 

Saturday visitors tend to be those look-

ing for advice prior to them shooting on 

the Sunday, whilst the Sunday visitors 

tend to be those attending with their 

families and are looking for advice on 

how to start shooting or to find a local 

shooting ground/club.              
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2016 AGM 

Chairman. 
MA proposed and M Williams and 
S Williams seconded, re-election of  
MP as Chairman. 
The Chairman proposed re-election of 
MA as President, IJ Coley as Vice 
President and Keith Stoker (KS) as 
Registrar. 
M Williams proposed, and  S Spiers 
seconded their re-lection. 
 
The Chairman announced: 

Pat Stoker (PS) is relinquishing her 
role as Membership Secretary. 

John Cullinan (JC) is co-opted to 
Council to assist the Membership Sec-
retary with a view to taking up the role. 
 
No other nominations from members 
for election of officers to Council had 
been received and the Chairman con-
firmed to the meeting that all existing 
members of Council were willing to 
continue, and suggested that rather 
than elect positions individually that 
Council members were re-elected en 
bloc. The Chairman asked for a show 
of hands, and all present were in fa-
vour. 
President: M W Alldis 
Vice President: I J Coley 
Chairman: M A Plant 
Registrar: K Stoker 
Treasure: M A Plant (pro tem) 
Membership 
Secretary Mrs P A Stoker 

Council Members: 
Ms S Hart, A J Kirkland, J Robinson 
D Boylan, P W Dancer 
J Cullinan (co-opted) 
 
Following the election of officers MP, 
on behalf of the Council, presented Pat 
Stoker with the gift of a  book, aptly 
titled Shady Characters, as  gratitude 
for the work done in proofreading the 
material for the Loaders’ course. 
MP also proposed that in addition to 
the honorarium the Membership Secre-
tary received, she would this year re-
ceive an additional payment of £150 in 
recognition of the work done for the 
Loaders’ course. 
 
MA recommended that the Member-
ship Secretary’s honorarium be in-
creased from £300 to £600.  
M Williams agreed and reported of 
similar amounts paid in CPSA regions. 
It was agreed that in place of the addi-
tional £150 the Membership Secre-
tary’s honorarium would be increased 
to £600. MA and AK seconded the 
increase. 
 
Following the election of officers the 
Chairman asked for volunteers for fu-
ture progression/succession. In particu-
lar from younger members who wanted 
to be part of the Council or who 
wanted to sit in and see what is 
achieved, and with the possibility of 
taking up one of the roles. They are 
welcome to do so 

Appointment of Auditor: 
PWD proposed, and MA seconded,  
J Fletcher ACIB AICB continues as 
auditor. 
 
Any Other Business:  
 

M Williams referred to the CD, The 
CPSA Method, which is available 
from J Parks-Young and asked 
members present if they had been 
successful in acquiring a copy for 
training purposes. Neither M Wil-
liams nor PWD had been success-
ful. 
JR made the comment that the Insti-
tute needs to go forward to see what 
members’ like/want, rather than 
what Council want. MP commented 
on the continued discussion 
amongst Council with regard to 
what workshops are available. 
M D Self talked about the promo-
tion of shooting on the BBC pro-
gram Countryfile. 
JR had attended a Media Training 
day, and commented how it made 
you think very carefully what you 
said when in front of the camera. 

 
Date of next Annual General Meeting - 
Monday 14th March 2017. 
 
There being no further business the 
AGM closed at approx. 12.15 pm. 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

AGM Afternoon 

After lunch the meeting re-convened 

for a  presentation by Andy Kirkland of 

our recently completed Game Shooting 

and Loading Course. 

 

Malcolm Plant introduced and outlined 

the content of the course, followed by 

Andy Kirkland who gave an excellent 

MLP presentation. 

 

The course is aimed at CPSA Level 

One coaches, or equivalent. 

 

Outline of course: 

The manual, including a 25 multi-

choice question/answer, paper, will be 

sent out one month prior to the course 

date. 

Morning 

MLP presentation of course. 

The question/answer paper sent out to 

attendees will be marked during the 

morning session with the answers  

given at the end of the session. 

Afternoon 

Demonstration by Malcolm and Andy 

of  single and double gun techniques 

followed by dry runs. 

Groups of two will then practice 

‘stuffing’ and after demonstration will 

practice double gunning. 

Live gun firing at grouse/partridge, and 

high pheasant. 

After Andy’s presentation a discussion 

followed on the educational value of 

this course. Andy had visited a number 

of estates to gauge reaction to such a 

course, the response was, “Why hasn’t 

a course like this been done sooner?” 

Michael Self commented that L1 In-

structors would find this very useful. 

John Robinson added that a bonus to 

follow the course could be an in-depth 

visit and introduction to estate manage-

ment - from the rearing pens to a simu-

lated day showing pegs. Wykeham 

Estate in Yorkshire has agreed to host 

such a visit. Maximum number 30. 

Andy and Malcolm will put together an 

advertisement with two dates and for-

ward it to Mike Williams who will 

arrange to place an advert in CPSA 

Pull magazine. Deadline 5th April.  

PS will email Associate members of 

ICSI to coincide with that edition of 

Pull. 

Attendees of the afternoon session of 

the AGM were asked to register their 

intent to attend the course, if they were 

interested.  

STOP PRESS: 

The response we received for the 

Game Shooting and Loading Course 

was such that the numbers justified 

running two courses this year. Both 

have been successfully completed. 
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Visit to Lyalvale Express Cartridges 

During the summer members of the 

Institute visited Lyalvale Express for a 

guided tour of their production facility 

in the West Midlands and an excellent 

educational presentation on the theory 

and practice of cartridge manufacture 

in high volumes. 

Members were welcomed and guided 

by Paul Nash, Sales & Marketing Man-

ager, Marcus Iddon, UK National Sales 

Manager and Peter Boden, Sales Con-

sultant. 

The Company was founded in 1997 

and acquired their current site from 

ICI, to establish a cartridge assembly 

facility using components from care-

fully selected suppliers of high quality 

materials. 

Baschieri & Pellagri supply the wads 

and Diana provide fibre wad compo-

nents. Twelve different propellent 

powders are purchased to cater for the 

wide range of clay and game cartridges 

that are produced. 

Lyalvale’s business model is always to 

offer short delivery times from stock: 

they acknowledge that this may cause a 

bit of anguish from the accountants, 

but that is the service the company 

wishes to provide. 

They have a wide range of cartridge 

choices and interestingly produce .410 

gauge cartridges with fibre wads with 

No. 9 shot for the small-gauge skeet 

enthusiasts. 

Safety is of paramount importance and 

the propellant powders are “drip fed” 

into the production machine area from 

isolated storage; the powder is pur-

chased and stored in 290kg tubs, sur-

prisingly small for high volume pro-

duction, but a safe option. 

Lead shot is supplied in one tonne 

dumpy bags. 

Steel shot is delivered in sealed drums 

and interestingly the audience was told 

that steel shot is made by chipping 

steel wire into cubes, which are then 

rolled into spheres! 

The filling and crimp sealing of steel 

loaded cartridges is done at a some-

what slower production speed than 

lead filled cartridges. 

The quality control processes were 

stressed, with regular samples being 

removed for testing.  

Lyalvale Express usually have 6-7 

million cartridges in stock across the 

whole range of gauge size, wad type, 

application area and brand segment. 

A really fascinating visit. The com-

pany kindly provided each visitor with 

samples of cartridge cases, wad types 

and shot sizes for use in coaching ac-

tivities.                            

Game Shooting and Loaders Course 

The Institute’s two inaugural Loaders 

Courses were held in July at Doveridge 

Shooting Ground. 

Judging from the feedback forms the 

courses are going to prove very popu-

lar: 

“Excellent balance of classroom and 

range activities” 

“Excellent simulated targets” 

“Very comprehensive manual” 

“Total package very comprehensive” 

“Far better than other courses” 

“Fellow candidates excellent” 

“Cannot fault the course” 

“Good value” 

“Dummy cartridges for ‘dry run’ bril-

liant” 

This was very encouraging feedback 

for the course designers, Andrew Kirk-

land, Derek Wetter and Malcolm Plant. 

With a maximum of 12 candidates and 

two tutors per course, the in-depth 

coaching and information sharing is 

very good, particularly during the live  

firing activities at simulated high 

pheasants, and lowland partridge and 

moorland grouse. 

The course consists of classroom pres-

entation modules including short video 

demonstrations, dry firing off range, 

live firing with single gun “stuffing” 

practice and double gunning. 

There is also a multi-choice knowledge 

base test relating to the manual infor-

mation. 

A certificate of attendance and a high 

quality lapel badge are awarded. 

Lasting all day from 09.15 to approx. 

16.00 the “good value” comments 

refer to the charge for Institute mem-

bers at £150, with non-members at 

£200. 

The entry qualification of CPSA or 

BASC Instructor minimum ensures 

that all attendees can be progressed to 

in-depth game field understanding 

during the course and can interact with 

each other during the course from the 

same knowledge base. 

 

Keith Stoker and Malcolm Plant at the Northern Shooting Show, with the CPSA stand adjacent. 
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Registrar’s Column 

Listening to Andy Kirkland do his 

presentation of our new Game Shoot-

ing and Loading course after our AGM 

I thought to myself, “This is going to 

be good”.  

This opinion was further strengthened   

being  witness to  the amount of time 

and effort put in by Andy, Malcolm, 

Derek and Pat and the many phone 

calls and computer hours spent on the 

minutiae details of the course to pro-

duce the final version for delivery. 

It came as no surprise therefore to read 

the glowing endorsements received 

from the candidates who attended the 

first two courses. 

I would personally like to thank all 

those involved in the production of this 

course. It is a unique course in the mar-

ket place and can only demonstrate the 

depth of experience the Institute can 

call upon to produce such a course. 

I have no doubt that most of you, like 

myself,  are now at your busiest time of 

the year with your coaching. Your dia-

ries now being filled with game shoot-

ers who have left it late, as normal, to 

get themselves ready for the game 

season. 

As mentioned previously our newly 

introduced Game Loaders Course has 

probably been even more successful 

than we anticipated. 

If anyone has any other initiatives they 

wish Council to consider for members 

please let us know. 

I hope you all have a great game sea-

son. Enjoy your coaching.  K.S.   

Chairman’s Column 

Two items of encouraging news have 

materialised over the last two weeks. 

Lead Shot: 

In July the government minister Liz 

Truss announced that Defra had de-

cided that there was insufficient evi-

dence to ban the use of lead shot in 

shotgun and rifle ammunition. 

After five years of debate, involving 

all of the interested parties, no consen-

sus had been possible between shoot-

ing sports organisations and those op-

posing the use of lead or opposing 

shooting. 

Without notification the anti-lead fac-

tion wrote a report to the government 

asking for a ban; this inevitably cata-

lysed a response from the British 

Shooting Sports Council and other 

country sports organisations who re-

ported that no firm evidence existed. 

Defra had already forwarded the first 

report for independent review. 

The Gun Trade Association, the Coun-

tryside Alliance, the CLA, the Game 

Conservancy, and the National Game 

Dealers Association all put very sig-

nificant efforts in to making the case 

for good science and evidence based 

decisions. 

ICSI Game Loaders Course: 

After an 18-month development proc-

ess the first two courses were run dur-

ing July at Doveridge Clay Ground. 

The courses involve classroom mod-

ules, dry-firing, live firing and a writ-

ten multi-choice test. Simulated game 

targets for high pheasant, lowland par-

tridge and grouse are used for single 

gun ‘stuffing’ and double gun practice. 

A total of 19 participants, coached by 

two tutors, attended the two courses 

and feedback forms indicated that all 

attendees were very satisfied with the 

course. In particular, the charge of 

£150 for ICSI members and £200 for 

non-members were thought to be good 

value. 

One aspect of the course focuses on 

the practicality of coaching activities 

whilst in the high-energy environment 

of the driven game field. 

The course has been developed by 

Andrew Kirkland, Derek Wetter and 

myself, with a total of many decades 

of accumulated experience. 

Our recent Council Meeting ratified 

the running of at least three courses 

next year with a maximum of 12 at-

tendees per course. The minimum 

entry level qualification  of Instructor 

allows the course to be of a higher 

level of attainment than other courses 

in the market place. 

If you wish to be kept informed of the 

course schedule, please let the Mem-

bership Secretary know.         

Group of members 

at AGM 


