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The final council meeting 
of the year took place at 
Clumber Park Hotel on 
Monday 8th August 2016 
to review the year’s activi-
ties and consider dates and 
activities for the following 
year. The chairman 
opened the meeting and 
started  with matters aris-
ing from meeting held on 
14th March 2016. 
 
Workshops/Seminars/
Visits: 
A report regarding the 
Loaders course was dealt 
with as a separate item. 
 
Promoting ICSI to newly 
qualified Instructors: 
Malcolm Plant (MP) to 
revise letter for newly 
qualified instructors to 
stress the CPD support 
offered through the Insti-
tute. 
 
Website Development 
Feedback: 
Photos required for pub-
lishing website. 
Paul Dancer (PD) asked if 
the site had a hit monitor. 
David Boylan (DB) re-
plied that it had but hits 
are low as ‘ICSI’ brings 
up a variety of other com-
mercial sites. 
PD offered to ask Long-
thorne Gunmakers for 
pictures of their guns. 
 
Possible Visits: 
Visits still possible during 
2016. 

Boxall & Edmiston, 
Shropshire. 
Royal  Armour ies , 
Leeds - The Armouries 
prefer the month of 
July. 
Laporte - Keith Stoker 
(KS) has received info 
from Laporte - yes a 
visit is possible. 
Longthorne Gunmakers 

has moved to Northamp-
ton, To enable Long-
thorne to be totally up 
and running KS is of the 
opinion that this visit 
should be scheduled for 
2017. 
Express Cartridges, PD 
to make enquiry. 
Purdy, London. 
London Proof House. 

 
Approved ICSI Logo for 
use by members: 
KS has now resized our 
logo in mono, it will be 
circulated to members. It 
was emphasised that the 
logo can only be used in 
accordance with the exist-
ing rules. 
KS to re-circulate the rules 
with the new logo. 
 
Northern Shooting Show: 
MP confirmed that his con-
tact with Richard Stokoe 
(ex British Shooting Show, 
Stoneleigh) resulted in the 
cost of the stand being re-
duced. 
The venue has just opened a 
new facility and MP had 
been in contact with the 
organisers and has secured a   
reduction on the initial pro-
posed price. MP proposed 
we book again and council 
agreed. 
 
UK Shooting Show: 
It is proposed that our stand 
be moved into the main 
Gun Makers Hall next to 
the CPSA. It was agreed 
that we should continue to 
attend. Some concern ex-
pressed that with a 3m stand 
only two passes are issued. 
 
Council approved the min-
utes and Action Points. 
 
Accounts: 
MP gave a detailed report  
of our current and deposit 
accounts. 
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BSSC Feedback: 
MP outlined the develop-
ments regarding the use of 
lead shot. After several re-
ports by independent bodies, 
Defra and the RSPB, the 
Home Office has agreed that 
no further change in policy 
is needed. 
MP reported that there is a 
great deal of activity in the 
EU regarding shooting. 
BSSC and FACE continue 
to lobby and counter the EU 
civil servants. 
MP was impressed by the 
lobbying actions of  David 
Penn of BSSC. 
 
Game Loading Course: 
Review and Discussion: 
MP distributed the projected 
accounts for the course.  
These consisted of the over-
all set up, capital costs, and 
loss to date. 
MP had modelled the finan-
cial costing over time taking 
into account the potential 
number of candidates. It was 
agreed to run courses for 12 
candidates with a break even 
of 10. 
 
Commercial Printing: 
A discussion followed re-
garding the cost of printing 
and the time needed to print 
the materials and collate 
them. 
John Cullinan (JC) and  
Andy Kirkland (AJK) to 
liaise regarding the printing 
for future courses. 
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Membership applications and transfers 

received since our last newsletter were 

considered by council. The following 

has accepted the grade offered. 

New ASSOCIATES 

Mark Charles Strickland 

Marcus Webb 

Jason Victor Leith 

Laurence Peter Marius Armistead 

(Larry) 

I would like to take this opportunity 

on behalf of the council to welcome 

the new members listed to the Insti-

NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 

GAME  LOADING  COURSE 

tute. The Institute was set up in 1987 to 

provide an organisation of qualified 

clay shooting instructors to promote 

and set standards of qualifications for 

the art and sport of clay shooting in-

struction. 

Please remember you the members are 

the Institute and you are out there to set 

the standards.  

Please make the effort and be proac-

tive, and if you have any ideas, sugges-

tions, or questions, please phone Keith 

Stoker, Registrar on 0191 3842499. 

Your ideas and/or suggestions will be 

put before the council, and you will be 

given their response.  

Please read our Articles of Constitution 

and Codes of Conduct. Any queries 

regarding their content or interpretation 

ring the Registrar for clarification. 

Associate members wishing to be con-

sidered for transfer should note that 

they must also be able to satisfy the 

council that they have a broad  experi-

ence of shooting instruction. We require 

a minimum of five years experience 

after passing a governing body L1 

qualification and a senior or advanced 

award from a governing body for coun-

cil to consider a transfer request. 

 “Far better than other courses’’ 

‘‘Good value’’ 

‘‘Excellent balance of classroom and  

  Range activity’’ 

‘‘Total package very comprehensive’’ 

‘‘Very comprehensive manual’’ 

‘‘Excellent simulated targets. 

The Institute ran two very successful 

loaders courses for game shooting last 

year at Doveridge Shooting Ground in 

the West Midlands. Three courses are 

planned for 2017. 

With a maximum number of attendees 

of 12 per course, the full day’s train-

ing is intended for qualified instructors 

and coaches, or the equivalent. 

With this attendance qualification re-

quirement, the two tutors who run 

each course can make high-level open-

ing assumptions about the capability 

of attendees, in terms of coaching and 

safety ability. 

This allows the course to focus, in 

depth, on both single and double gun 

shooting together with a full introduc-

tion to safety in the game shooting 

field, the etiquette and formats of 

game shooting, and the techniques 

required to enable instruction whilst 

acting as a loader. 

Training is given with ‘dry-run’ firing 

using dummy cartridges, and live fir-

ing at simulated grouse/partridge tar-

gets and high pheasants, in true 

‘‘driven’’ situations. Live firing in-

cludes both single gun ‘‘stuffing’’ and 

double gunning; the challenges of 

coaching in these situations are ad-

dressed in real time simulations. 

Feedback comments received after the 

last two courses were: 

The three one-day courses are scheduled 

on Tuesdays during the summer of 2017, 

again at Doveridge. 

 Tuesday 20th June 

 Tuesday 11th July 

 Tuesday 18th July 

Where possible the courses will be filled 

in date order and early applications are 

suggested, given the popularity of last 

year’s training days. 

Clays are included in the fees, together 

with a comprehensive manual, a certifi-

cate of attendance and a metal embossed 

“ICSI Loader’’ lapel badge.  

Refreshments and a buffet lunch are also 

provided. 

The cost is £150 for ICSI members and 

£200 for other attendees. 

The entry qualification of CPSA or 

BASC Instructor minimum ensures that 

all attendees can be progressed to in-

depth game field understanding from the 

same knowledge base.   

Please make initial contact with ICSI 

council member Andrew Kirkland for 

further information: 

andrew.kirkland2@btinternet.com 

01283 540928 or 07803 345670. 

The Institute’s membership secretary 

will then request payment and provide 

further information.  

Picture above shows practice gun changing. This was done with both left and right-handed  shooters. 
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It was agreed that there is a need to 
talk to the CPSA for further publicity 
regarding the course, separate from 
their courses. 
 
Making the course available to others: 
A discussion followed regarding the 
audience for the course. It was agreed 
to maintain the requirement for a  
Level 1 or higher (CPSA & BASC) 
but to look at Safety Officer level in 
the future. 
There is a need to clarify the insurance 
cover for the Institute when they are 
delivering the course. MP agreed to 
look into this. 
 
The following actions were agreed: 

Provide three/four courses next 
year. 
Derek Wetter (DW) to be included 
in the delivery of the courses. 
Courses to be featured in our news-
letter. 
CPSA/Pull to be contacted regard-
ing a feature. 
E-mail BASC coaches. 
Maintain requirement of Level 1 
minimum qualification. 

It was also agreed to meet AJK’s costs 
for producing the course; costs to be 
spread over three courses. 
 
Members Personal Profile: 
DB agreed to look at updating the web 
site to reflect attendance. 

MP outlined the need to keep records 
of who attends and their qualifications. 
 
Potential Co-opted Members: 
MP outlined a discussion he had with 
John Robinson (JR). He had proposed 
Jason Rowntree as a co-opted member 
of council. MP expressed concern that 
council is under-represented by mem-
bers from the south of the country. 
A discussion followed regarding how 
council may attract new council mem-
bers. 
It was agreed to examine the following: 
Look at relocating the AGM to an area 
south of the midlands but north of Lon-
don. MP to contact Sue Hart (SH) and 
Mike Alldis (MA) regarding member-
ship in the south. 
A newsletter to be included with the 
introduction letter given to candidates 
on Level 1 courses. 
 
Other Organisations: 
MP reported some changes at BASC 
HQ, more will become evident in time. 
BASC has also changed its coaching 
course. 
 
Social Media and the Institution in 
five years time: 
PD introduced the question of where 
the Institute hopes to find itself in five 
years’ time. PD suggested that a pres-
ence on Facebook may help raise the 
profile of the Institute to reach a wide 
variety of people. 
A discussion followed in which the 
following concerns were expressed: 

The extensive terms and conditions 
of Facebook. 
The problems generated in servicing 
any complaints regarding members. 
The security of members’ details, 
photographs, and intellectual content. 
The need to monitor and edit any 
responses to Facebook enquiries. 

 
The real concern was that Facebook 
generates negative comments in a way 
that other mediums does not. 
It was agreed to put this proposal on 
hold. 
The discussion continued regarding 
how the Institute may increase member-
ship and its profile among shooters and 
other instructors and coaches. 
DB agreed to draft a press release for 
the shooting magazines. 
E-mail BASC coaches. 
 
 
Applications & Transfers: 
Names circulated to council by KS.  
All meet the requirements for member-
ship and were accepted. 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
To be held at: 
Sporting Targets 
Knotting Lane 
Riseley 
Bedfordshire 
MK44 1BX 
 
13th March 2017 (prior to AGM). 

AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING 

(Continued from page 1) 

GAME  LOADING COURSES 

(Continued from page 2) 

Attendees on the first course 

held on Tuesday 12th July 2016  

Attendees on the second course 

held on Tuesday 26th July 2016 

    Reminder: 2017 courses at Doveridge are on Tuesday 20th June, and Tuesday 11th and 18th July. 

  Please book early to allow Andy Kirkland to co-ordinate with Doveridge.    
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You will have read previously in this 

newsletter how well received  our 

Loading  Course was. 

In my column of last autumn’s news-

letter I commented that we had been 

approached by the CPSA to develop a 

Game Shooting and Loading Course.  

It was felt that there was a gap in the 

market place for a course to satisfy a 

qualified instructor/coach who might 

be asked to perform this function in the 

game field with clients.  

Andy Kirkland agreed to manage the 

project with the assistance of Malcolm 

Plant and Derek Wetter. 

The course was launched at our AGM 

in March with a presentation by Andy 

who had managed the course develop-

ment from its inception. 

Andy gave his presentation at the 

AGM and I thought, ‘‘this is going to 

be good’’. The responses received 

from the participants confirmed that.    

Both courses were well attended and 

we could not have received better 

reviews from the candidates, pictured 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

       “Very well done guys” 

We will be attending the British 

Shooting Show in February and the 

Northern Shooting in May again this 

year. 

At Stoneleigh  we requested to be 

moved from Hall 3 to Hall 2, located 

with the other shooting organisations, 

BASC, CPSA and  shotgun dealers. 

Look for us in Hall 2 Zone 7 this 

year. A new presentation area has 

been built in Hall 5 for this year’s 

show. Talks and presentations will 

held throughout the three days of the 

show. 

Malcolm Plant has been asked to be 

one of the presenters. His talk will 

follow the theme, how fighter pilots 

and air gunners were taught the prin-

ciples of lead by training on skeet 

ranges with shotguns.  

We have moved our AGM further south 

this year to Sporting Targets in Bed-

fordshire, primarily to establish if we 

can get a greater attendance than we 

would normally  get at Clumber Park. 

Clumber was chosen originally as being 

a central location for our membership 

population so it will be interesting to 

see if we actually do get a greater atten-

dance at this year’s AGM. 

With our AGM being held at a shooting 

ground it seemed logical to organise the 

afternoon session with a shooting re-

lated activity. With this in mind Long-

thorne Guns has agreed to give a pres-

entation on their unique shotgun and to 

let our members try them on the clay 

range. 

Let us know of any other initiatives you  

want council to consider . 

Have a good summer coaching. K.S  

.2016 was a good year for British shot-

gun sports with two bronze medals in 

the Rio Olympics for Steve Scott (DT) 

and Ed Ling (OT) with Tim Kneale 

and Amber Hill reaching their respec-

tive final rounds in double trap and 

skeet. 

Behind the scenes, closer to home, 

there have been some useful political 

developments. 

Defra has acknowledge that insuffi-

cient technical evidence exists to war-

rant any change in the use of lead in 

firearms ammunition. 

This conclusion being reached after 

five years of debate! Nevertheless, as 

always, diligent monitoring of devel-

opments will continue to be needed 

into the future. 

The Institute has been contributing, 

via the British Shooting Sports Coun-

cil, to the improvement of the drafting 

and terminology of firearms legisla-

tion. This opportunity arose during the 

Home Office’s consultation period for 

the coming Policing and Crime Bill. 

Specifically it has been possible to 

clarify the terminology of  Section 11

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

(5) of the legislation, which relates to 

the lending of firearms, under super-

vision, to non-certificate holders. 

The legislation is still under consid-

eration by the House of  Lords, but 

should be produced over the next 

few weeks. 

Also high on the list of activities at 

the moment is the Home Office con-

sultation on firearms licensing fees. 

Members will remember that the 

renewal fees for a shotgun certificate 

was established at £40 from April 

2015; this was the first increase since 

2001 and it was made clear at the 

time that regular reviews would oc-

cur. 

Just such a review is happening now 

and will be discussed at the BSSC 

council meeting in early February, 

before a submission is made to the 

government. The consultation ends 

in March, when the Home Office 

will digest the input and make fee 

proposals.  

The involvement of GPs in license 

applications is still causing difficul-

ties and discussions between shoot-

ing organisations, the Home Office and 

the BMA are ongoing. 

The advice to license applications is that 

fees should not be payable for the initial 

enquiry by the police to the applicant’s 

GP. 

Further, more detailed health enquiries, 

in the few cases where this occurs, 

might attract a fee payment. 

The Institute ran two inaugural Game 

Loaders Courses at Doveridge Shooting 

Ground last summer. Both one day 

courses were extremely well received by 

the clients. 

We have scheduled three courses at the 

same venue for this summer. 

If you wish to attend get your applica-

tions in early as the course will be more 

widely advertised to qualified coaches 

by the CPSA. 

Very best wishes for the coming coach-

ing season. 

Don’t forget to visit our stand at the 

shooting shows:- Stoneleigh in February 

and Harrogate in May. 

Malcolm Plant 


