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Chairman’s Christmas Letter 

A Brief note to everyone in the Institute be-

fore we hit Christmas with a vengeance. 

Your Council have been extremely busy on 

your behalf over the last few months ensur-

ing that we have a sound plan going for-

ward with the ever-changing world out 

there on aspects affecting our ‘Sport’. 

In a world of the ever-increasing suing culture, your Council feel 

that the Institute should move to becoming a ‘Company Limited by 

Guarantee’. Most member-based organisations have switched to 

this status or are in the process of doing so. The reason for this is 

simply to protect all our membership from any legal financial liabil-

ity. This is a relatively simple process with very little cost. 

In order to proceed with the change, we would need the support 

of members, and it would entail a change to our ‘Articles of Associ-

ation’ and overall governance. It will also enforce a change to our 

accounts structure as a ‘Limited Company’ and we have already 

been talking this through with a Chartered Accountant at no cost 

to us! The Council believe that all corporate members should be 

able to vote on this issue and that all members should be able to 

voice their opinions and any concerns before a vote is taken. 

The timescale is planned to have this in place prior to the AGM on 

Monday 17th March 2025. The plan is to have an on-line vote dur-

ing February, and I will brief everyone on the detail early in the 

New year. 

The process I would propose would simply be an on-line vote for 

the change to a Company limited by Guarantee’ and a change of 

the ‘Articles of Association’ at the same time. 

In the meantime, do please contact me either by email 



 (jrissf@gamil.com) or phone (07710 835164) if you 

have any queries and I will do my best to answer 

these. 

What I will say is that the Institute is incredibly im-

portant to our shooting sport going forward with 

all the pressures put on us by the outside world. 

The degree of professionalism from our coaching 

structure in this country through all the associa-

tions and organisations allow us to ensure that 

people entering the sport have the very best 

coaching available to them. The Institute as a body 

responsible for ‘continual professional develop-

ment’ of coaches remains more important in its 

role than ever as we need to protect and further 

the sport going forward. 

Finally, I would like to thank all those involved on 

Council for their work during the year. Please read 

the detail in your ‘News Shots’ of courses and sem-

inars planned for the coming months and other 

activities planned. 

The AGM on 17th March at Nottingham and Dis-

trict Gun Club is an ideal way to catch up with eve-

ryone, so looking forward to seeing as many of you 

as possible there. Steve Williams is organising the 

day so watch this space! 

In the meantime, have a great Christmas and all 

the very best for the New Year, 

Gun Trade News 

Last weekend the HSE published their recommenda-

tions regarding the use of lead in shooting.  The execu-

tive summary and a link to the full report can be found 

below.  I light of this report and the possible impact on 

shooting and coaching we are intending to host a Zoom 

debate so that we can scope out the concerns of coach-

es and look to how we may help members in the fu-

ture. 

Statement on HSE proposals to restrict use 

of lead ammunition in Great Britain 

13th December 2024  

Proposals follow series of GB consultations and intend 

to reduce harm to the environment 

Regulator proposes alternatives to 

lead ammunition would need to be 

used for some outdoor shooting 

Derogation proposed for athletes who are prepar-

ing for Olympic and Paralympic Games 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in its role as the 

Agency for UK REACH, has today set out pro-

posals (PDF) to be considered by government ministers 

in England, Scotland and Wales to restrict the supply 

and certain outdoor uses of lead ammunition in Great 

Britain. 

Under the proposals the use of lead shot for live quarry 

shooting and target shooting would be prohibited. 

Dr Richard Daniels, HSE’s Director of Chemicals Regula-

tion Division said: 

“Following a comprehensive analysis of the evidence, 

we propose new restrictions to protect wildlife, particu-

larly wildfowl and birds of prey, from lead poisoning. 

They would prevent an estimated 7,000 tonnes of lead 

entering the environment each year. 

“The final agency opinion follows significant responses 

to two public consultations. We worked through nearly 

11,000 responses – dwarfing the recent exercise in the 

EU. 

“This detailed work, carried out under our UK REACH 

obligations, sets out the necessary balance we have 

struck to protect the environment and minimise disrup-

tion to those who shoot. 

“Currently, the risks of lead shot to the wider environ-

ment are not adequately controlled. While there are 

already legally binding measures in place to protect 

Britain’s wildlife in designated wetlands from the use of 

lead shot, our analysis has demonstrated the need for 

further restrictions. 

“People will still be able to continue to shoot, but we 

are proposing that for some outdoor uses in the future, 

alternatives to lead ammunition would need to be 

used.” 

Further information 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

is Britain’s national regulator for 

workplace health and safety. We 



 are dedicated to protecting people and places, and 

helping everyone lead safer and healthier lives. 

In its role as the Agency for the UK Registration, Evalua-

tion, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals 

(REACH) Regulation, which is the framework for manag-

ing the risks from chemical substances in Great Britain, 

HSE has worked with the Environment Agency 

and published its final opinion on its restriction pro-

posals (PDF) to control the risks from lead in ammuni-

tion. 

The published opinion was developed after considering 

the 2,759 responses received from the 6-month public 

consultation in 2022. Additionally, in line with the legal 

requirements under the UK Registration, Evaluation, 

Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) 

Regulation, HSE opened a 60-day public consultation on 

the draft socioeconomic opinion last year  – this again 

received a large number of responses (8,159). 

The Agency also met stakeholders to listen to their con-

cerns, gather evidence and discuss the proposals. The 

Agency’s final consolidated opinion has been reviewed 

by a Challenge Panel made up of independent experts 

from the REACH Independent Scientific Expert Pool 

(RISEP), who provide scrutiny and challenge. 

One exception where use of lead shot could still be 

used for outdoor target shooting is for athletes training 

for international competitions, such as the Olympics 

and Paralympics, where the use of lead shot is mandat-

ed. HSE has proposed a derogation for this, for athletes 

that meet defined criteria. This would allow competi-

tive athletes to continue training and representing their 

country. 

The EU is also currently considering a proposed re-

striction on the use of lead ammunition in all habitats, 

which has passed all the ECHA committee stages and is 

now being considered by the European Commission. 

The EU received 319 responses for their 6-month public 

consultation on their dossier (and extended the process 

by 6 months) and received 175 responses for their 60-

day SEA consultation. 

HSE, in its role as the Agency for UK REACH, has also 

identified a risk to young children and women of 

childbearing age who consume high volumes of game 

meat shot with lead ammunition. The Food Standards 

Agency already recommends that pregnant woman cut 

down on game meat in their diets. 

Food Standards Agency advice on 

lead shot game can be found 

here: https://www.food.gov.uk/

safety-hygiene/lead-shot-game. 

For bullets, other derogations would allow the use of 

lead bullets in target shooting at outdoor ranges with 

appropriate risk management measures in place. HSE 

estimates that 95% of outdoor ranges already have 

these controls. In developing this derogation the Agen-

cy met with shooting organisations to discuss current 

practice at ranges. 

HSE also proposes that the use of large calibre lead bul-

lets (≥6.17 mm) for live quarry shooting is prohibited, 

as there are viable alternatives which can be used. 

However, as concerns remain regarding the technical 

feasibility and socioeconomic impacts of non-lead alter-

natives for small calibre bullets, HSE are not currently 

proposing to restrict their use for live quarry shooting. 

HSE has sent its final opinion to the Appropriate Au-

thorities (i.e. the Defra Secretary of State and the 

Scottish and Welsh Governments). The Appropriate 

Authorities will now consider the proposals and decide 

if legislation should be drafted to start the process of 

introducing a restriction on lead in ammunition. 

 

Statement by HSE 
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CPSA News 

Eley Renew Sponsorship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eley and the CPSA announce a new sponsorship 

deal for 3 years from 2025 to 2027. 

The CPSA stated that they are  delighted to con-

tinue this collaboration with Eley, whose products 

have been integral to the success of many of our 

competitions and championships. This 

year’s Cartridges for Colts initiative, giving a slab 

of Eley Olympic Blues to each Colt competing, has 

been an outstanding success, helping to support 

and inspire the next generation of shooters. 

Eley will once again play a key role as a Headline 

Sponsor for the upcoming 2025 World Champion-

ships, and also for our annual Major Champion-

ships, including the English Open ESP, the British 

Open ESP, DTL weekend and ABT & OT Champi-

onships, while also supporting other key events in 

the CPSA calendar. Their involvement includes 

the provision of generous prizes for these compe-

titions, reinforcing their ongoing support for the 

shooting community. 

Iain Parker, Chief Executive of the CPSA, com-

mented on the extended partnership: 

"We are proud to continue our partnership with 

Eley Hawk Ltd for another three years. Eley's rep-

utation for quality and their passion for our sport 

makes them an ideal sponsor, and their support 

has been instrumental in elevating our champion-

ships and providing world-class competitions for 

our members 

BASC News 
BASC has welcomed a significant 

step forward in firearms licensing proce-

dures in Gloucestershire following our sustained 

pressure and engagement with the county’s new 

Chief Constable and the Police and Crime Com-

missioner. 

Despite having announced they were not ac-

cepting any grant applications, and that existing 

applications would take a minimum of two 

years, Gloucestershire Constabulary has now con-

firmed that firearm and shotgun grant applica-

tions will be reopened on 2 December 2024. 

This development is welcome news 

for firearms users across the county, who have 

faced delays and uncertainty in obtaining the cer-

tificates critical for their livelihoods, sports, and 

conservation work. 

In response to concerns raised by BASC and 

our members in Gloucestershire, the constabu-

lary has committed to: 

Recruiting additional staff: New administrators, 

intelligence personnel, and Firearms Licensing 

Officers are being hired to strengthen the depart-

ment. 

Ensuring statutory compliance: The force 

acknowledges the importance of adhering to tight 

statutory oversight in processing applications. 

Prioritising occupational needs: Licences required 

for professional purposes will be given prece-

dence during the phased reopening process. 

The measures reflect BASC’s call for fair and effi-

cient firearms licensing. The reopening of grant 

applications represents a tangible outcome of our 

efforts to safeguard the interests of firearms us-

ers while supporting the force in 

meeting its statutory responsibilities. 

 



Upcoming Events 

The British Shooting Show  

14th – 16th February 2025 

In 

Halls 6, 7 & 8 of the National Exhibition Centre (NEC) 

Birmingham 

Show open 9am – 4pm each day 

Look at the 2024 Show 

https://youtu.be/9Bg11L91FTo?

si=CR_mJd0X9UgEW9xL (Ctrl+click) 

 

Something to watch 
Beretta have been hard at work developing new 

guns.  The SL2 which was launched earlier in the 

year created quiet a stir, particularly around the 

price but seems to have lived up to expectations 

and just recently the 688 was launched.  A laminate 

Woodstock and forend it will not be everyones 

choice and this has been visited by other manufac-

turers including Browning and ATA but has Beretta 

brought something extra to the party. 

The videos below cover both guns. 

The Beretta SL2 

https://youtu.be/WlfW2MQFETM?si=qrs-

RBin6_oIqkCC 

 

The Beretta 688 

https://youtu.be/VcQpZcAoKFk?

si=T0znn2nLBwDVbPuy 

 

Adjustable Combs, some advice from Matt at 

Eastfield Gunroom. 

https://youtu.be/WTPftv0Rl_8?si=I_6jKT2T6vXE-iQT 

 

Courses and Workshops 
Coach and Instructor Development Workshops 

scheduled for early 2025 

Thursday 6th February 2025 “NEW WORKSHOP” A 

post-qualification Coach and Instructor Develop-

ment Workshop ( Beverley, East Yorkshire)

specifically positioned towards those who have re-

cently been certified or perhaps have not had a 

great deal of experience in instructing and coaching 

since qualifying. This workshop aims to build on the 

skills and processes learn on initial qualification, uti-

lising a good mix of theoretical content, practical 

demonstration and “real world” application. 

Monday 17th February 2025 Coach and Instructor 

Development Workshop (Oakedge, Staffordshire)

designed to progress the abilities of instructors and 

coaches. This workshop aims to provide participants 

with a better understanding of the shooting pro-

cess, in turn allowing a more concise and employa-

ble coaching methodology. Each workshop is tai-

lored and allowed to evolve according to the needs 

and experience of the 

attendees (it’s not 

uncommon for partic-

ipants to return mul-

tiple times, taking 

away something 

different each time). 

For further information –contact Jason – coachde-

velopment@icsi.org.uk 

Or go to the website where workshop will be pub-

lished shortly. 

Venues to be confirmed  

Bookings may only be made on the ICSI website  

https://www.icsi.org.uk/

courses/ 
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ICSI Shop 

The items below may be ordered on the Institute web site.  You will need your username and password to access 

the members area.  Any problems please email Jason Rowntree (email address is on the website) and he will en-

sure that you have access to the members area.  All items are costed at cost plus postage and are great value for 

money. 

Sorry Ties No 

Longer  

Available 


